Semi-Annual Meeting of the American Association for Ukrainian Studies
Thursday, November 12, 2009

Present: over 40 persons in attendance, Vitaly Chernetsky (outgoing Vice President) chairing the meeting.
The meeting was held, as customary, during the annual convention of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies. This year, the meeting and the accompanying Shevchenko Scientific Society reception were hosted by the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute on the campus of Harvard University. Vitaly Chernetsky, the outgoing Vice President, chaired the meeting, as the outgoing President, Alexandra Hrycak, was unable to attend the convention.

Chernetsky opened the meeting by acknowledging that financial difficulties and the slashing of conference travel funds during the current economic crisis have prevented several members of the outgoing AAUS board from attending. He recognized the board members and committee chairs present, Myroslava Znayenko, Robert DeLossa, and Michael Naydan. Chernetsky also recognized the visiting heads of sister Ukrainian Studies Associations and members of the current leadership of the IAUS, Giovanna Brogi (Italy, former First Vice President of the IAUS), Marko Pavlyshyn (Australia), Roman Senkus (Canada, First Vice President of the IAUS), and Alois Woldan (Austria, Vice President of the IAUS), as well as the former Vice Presidents of the IAUS, Yaroslav Hrytsak (Ukraine) and Frank Sysyn (Canada) that were in attendance.

Chernetsky, who also served as chair of the outgoing Book Prize committee, announced the co-winners of this year’s prize: Sarah D. Phillips, Women’s Social Activism in the New Ukraine (Indiana University Press, 2008) and Timothy Snyder, The Red Prince: The Secret Lives of a Habsburg Archduke (Basic Books, 2008). As it is customary in the AAUS history, they will now constitute the committee that will select the next prize winner out of the books published in 2009-2010, which will be announced at one of the AAUS meetings in 2011. The Article Prize and Translation Prize have not been awarded, and the decision has been postponed until the AAUS meeting in April 2010 at the ASN convention. On behalf of the Translation Prize committee, Michael Naydan requested the submission of nominees (none were submitted in time for the November 2009 meeting).
As the chair of the Auditing Committee, Michael Naydan reported that the organization’s records were in good shape, which allowed the outgoing board to step down. As the members of the Nominating Committee were not able to attend, Robert DeLossa, chair of the Communications Committee, introduced the proposals developed by the Nominating Committee:

a) that a new position of Website Coordinator be created, who will also oversee in the future the Communications Committee;

b) that the following slate of nominees be considered for the board positions: Vitaly Chernetsky for President, Zenon Wasyliw for Vice President, Alexandra Hrycak, Robert Romanchuk, Catherine Wanner, and Myroslava Znayenko for Board Members-at-Large, Adriana Helbig for Secretary-Treasurer, Joshua First for Newsletter Editor, Oleh Kotsyuba for Website Coordinator.
The slate of nominees was approved by acclamation.

The elections for other leadership positions and committee memberships are postponed until the April 2010 meeting, with the previous roster continuing to serve in their current positions. On behalf of the Nominating Committee, a request for nominations was issued, which will also be circulated on the AAUS e-mail list.

The venue for the meeting on Harvard University campus was adjacent to a photo exhibit on Ukraine organized by Altemus, a nonprofit organization focused on leadership training programs for young people from new democracies and developing countries. The organization’s President, Christine Medycky, informed the meeting attendees of Altemus’s efforts. The information about the photography exhibit on Ukraine is also available online at http://www.altemus.org/2009_programme_photo.htm. 
The remaining portion of the meeting was devoted to the discussion of the future of the AAUS and the cooperation with its sister national associations and the IAUS. Myroslava Znayenko reported on her meeting with the current President of the IAUS, Hanna Skrypnyk, that took place in May 2009. She also noted that the current IAUS website (http://www.mau-nau.org.ua/index.htm) had been infected with a virus and urged caution while accessing it. Additionally, this website contains outdated and frequently incorrect information on constituent national associations, including the AAUS, which needs to be rectified; simultaneously, the old IAUS website, http://www.mau.org.ua/, not updated since 2005, continues to exist alongside the new one. Roman Senkus, Giovanna Brogi, and Alois Woldan shared their views on the current state of the IAUS and the need for proactive involvement and constructive engagement with the IAUS structures in Ukraine. Woldan suggested that a joint communiqué be drafted, addressed to President Hanna Skrypnyk, Scholarly Secretary Bohdan Duda, and Executive Secretary Ol’ha Iamborko, informing them and the IAUS structures in Kyiv about the results of this meeting. Lubomyr Hajda brought up the possibility of forging more active peer-to-peer contacts between individual national associations and developing bilateral projects. Brogi shared her views on the challenges involved in intra-European cooperation between national Ukrainian Studies associations. 

Two other agenda items were brought up briefly. One of them concerned exploring the possibility of paying membership dues electronically, the way the AAASS and even smaller affiliate organizations, like the Working Group on Cinema and Television within the AAASS have been doing. Chernetsky will explore these possibilities jointly with the Secretary-Treasurer, Adriana Helbig, with proposals to be presented in time for the April 2010 meeting. Myroslava Znayenko brought up the desirability of establishing a Ukrainian Studies book prize within the AAASS, similarly to the Polish Studies book prize that has been awarded for some time; she suggested that one of the board members be delegated with exploring the logistics involved in setting up such a prize.

The meeting then adjourned and was followed by the Shevchenko Scientific Society in the US, Inc. reception generously hosted by the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute.

Respectfully submitted,

Vitaly Chernetsky

